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TITLE 7A – VEGETATION 

 
Chapter 7A.01 – General Provisions 
Chapter 7A.02 – Tree Board 
Chapter 7A.03 – Trees on or near Public Property 
Chapter 7A.04 – Trees on Private Property 
Chapter 7A.05 – Trees - Miscellaneous 
Chapter 7A.06 – Weed Control 

 

 
 

CHAPTER 7A.01 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

7A.0101 Policy and Purpose. In as much as the continued preservation and 
protection of our treasured natural resources is vital to the continued well-
being and beautification of our cities and their inhabitants,  it is hereby 
expressly declared to be the policy and goal of the City of Baltic, South 
Dakota, and in the best interests of its citizens and for the continued 
beautification of the City and for the preservation of the health and safety 
of those persons who reside in, visit or patronize the City, that there be 
established and maintained a comprehensive cooperative community 
effort and program of tree and vegetation management, planting, 
maintenance and removal, and the Mayor and Common Council of the 
City of Baltic, South Dakota, for and on behalf of themselves, the City and 
its inhabitants, hereby dedicate themselves and the City to such ends. 

 
7A.0102 Definitions. When used herein the following terms shall have the 

following meanings: 

A. Boulevard – that area of public or publicly dedicated property 
included within the definition of “Public Property or area” 
commonly found between the sidewalk and street. When used 
herein, the term shall include all such property whether the 
sidewalk exists or not. 

B. Public Property or area – all lands and real property owned by the 
City of Baltic, South Dakota, including areas dedicated to the City 
for public use such as parks, streets, alleys, boulevards, etc. 

C. Private Property – all property not constituting public property 

D. Trees – all large woody vegetation commonly known and referred 
to as trees, and smaller woody vegetation such as shrubs, bushes 
and the like. 

E. Noxious weeds – those weeds and vegetation as found and 
determined by the State Department of Agriculture or other 



Page 2 
 
 

appropriate state department or its authorized agency or 
commission to be noxious. 

F. Unhealthy weeds or vegetation – such other weeds, grasses or 
other vegetation not necessarily defined as noxious, but causing a 
potential health, safety or travel hazard to the general public or 
those in the proximate vicinity thereof. 

G. Unsightly weed or vegetation – such other weeds, grasses or other 
vegetation not necessarily noxious nor unhealthy, but existing in 
such a manner so as to cause potential objections by the general 
public or those in the proximate vicinity thereof. Unsightly weeds, 
grasses or other vegetation shall include allowing the same to grow 
higher than eight (8) inches in platted or developed areas, and 
eighteen (18) inches in unplatted areas that are undeveloped. 

 
7A.0103 Interference with City. It shall be unlawful for any person or organization 

to interfere with, hinder or impede any lawful activity of the City or its 
officials, officers, employees, or agents in carrying out its functions and 
duties described in this Title. 

 
7A.0104 Violation. Any person violating any provision of this Title 7A shall be 

subject to prosecution therefore, and upon conviction or a plea of guilty, 
shall be subject to fine of not less than $40.00 nor more than $100.00. 
Each separate violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
 
 

CHAPTER 7A.02 – TREE BOARD 
 
7A.0201 Tree Board Established. There is hereby created and established a City 

Tree Board in and for the City of Baltic, South Dakota, which Board shall 
consist of the City’s Planning Commission. 

 
7A.0202 Board Proceedings. The Tree Board shall have the same officers as the 

Planning Commission and shall keep a permanent record of its 
proceedings and activity. 

 
7A.0203 Duties and Responsibilities. The City Tree Board shall have the duty and 

responsibility to do and perform the following functions in the following 
areas: 

A. To take and record a genera inventory of the trees in existence on 
public property, including boulevards and other trees belonging to 
the City, including the conditions of said trees (health, pruning 
needs, disease, death, etc.) 
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B. To take and record a general inventory of the trees in existence on 
private properties in the City for future reference and assistance in 
carrying out a long range tree plan for the private as well as the 
public sectors of town. 

C. To formulate and adopt, and continually update, a long range 
comprehensive city tree program which shall deal with 
recommended areas of planting, pruning, removal and regular or 
periodic maintenance. The program shall prioritize the areas of 
need in the order the Boards deems appropriate, which priorities 
may from time to time be revised or restructured as the needs arise 
or change. 

D. The comprehensive plan shall include a list of preferred trees, trees 
the Board deems inappropriate or unfit, and areas of the City, with 
emphasis on public grounds, where certain species of trees are 
deemed appropriate for planting. 

E. In conformity with the long range comprehensive plan, the Board 
shall present to the City Council, annually, at or about budget time, 
its recommendation of a short range plan to be implemented by the 
Board with approval of the City Council of the next calendar year. 
Such short range plan shall include a recommendation of which 
trees to plant in which public areas over the next calendar year, 
which trees in the entire town need removal, pruning or other care, 
and the plantings, trimmings, removal, pruning or other care of 
trees recommended in the  City Tree Bank. The short range plan 
shall include a cost estimate for the next year, which plan in whole 
or in part shall be acted upon by the City Council. Upon approval 
by the Council, the short range plan shall constitute  the City’s tree 
program for the net calendar year, including the budget as set forth 
in said plan, or as amended by the Council’s approval. 

F. The Board shall implement the annual plan and shall coordinate 
the plantings, pruning and removal to be done, with the Municipal 
Finance Office and the appropriate department head(s) to ensure 
completion and compliance of and with the annual plan. 

G. As stated, the short range annual plan shall include trees 
designated for removal or pruning due to death, disease, damage or 
danger to lives or property. In this regard, the Board shall work 
with the State or District Forester or other appropriate 
governmental official in determining which tress in the public or 
private areas need removal, pruning or other care. The 
recommended procedure shall be sufficiently stated, such that on 
adoption of the annual short range plan by the City Council, it shall 
have the effect of law as to the removal, pruning or other care of 
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the trees affected. As stated, the Boards shall implement the annual 
short range plan, including the portion dealing with tree removal, 
pruning and care. 

H. The Board shall have the power to alter or amend the annual plan 
when in its judgment conditions dictate a change or some 
emergency or unanticipated need has arisen requiring prompt 
attention. 

I. The Board shall act as an advisory group for the City’s private 
sector and shall assist in the planting and care of trees in the 
private areas of town. 

J. The Board may seek the advice and counsel of the City Council at 
any time, and the City Council shall direct all matters concerning 
public tree planting, trimming, maintenance, care and other City 
tree matters to the Board for its study, recommendation and 
implementation.  

K. The Board shall adopt written guidelines setting forth 
recommended planting, pruning, and maintenance procedures 
including spacing between trees and distances from other 
structures, for the use and benefit of the private and public sectors 
of the City. 

L. The Board shall have the power and other authority to work with 
other governmental bodies or civic organizations in the 
formulating, revising and carrying out of the long range 
comprehensive program as well as the short range annual plan. 

M. The Board shall have primary jurisdiction over the control and 
eradication of weeds in the City as set forth in Chapter 7A.06 of 
this Title 7A. 

 
7A.0204 Interference with Tree Board. It shall be unlawful for any person or 

organization to interfere with, hinder or impede any lawful activity of the 
City Tree Board, its members, agents or employees, including but not 
being limited to its functions of meeting, planning, planting, pruning, 
removal or other care of maintenance, 

7A.0205 Appeal. Any person or organization may appeal any decision, ruling, 
action, order or notice of or from the City Tree Board to the City Council, 
who may or may not choose to hear the appeal. If the Council chooses to 
hear the appeal it shall render a final decision on the matter. 
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CHAPTER 7A.03 – TREES ON OR NEAR PUBLIC PROPERTY 
 

7A.0301 Supervision. The City Council and under it, the City Tree Board shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction and supervision over all trees, shrubs, plants and 
other growing vegetation in all public areas in the City, including 
boulevards, and in the City Tree Bank. 

 
7A.0302 Planting. No person shall plant any trees on any public ground or 

boulevard without the prior approval of the City Tree Board. The City 
Tree Board shall have the power and authority to approve or disapprove 
such planting, designate the species of trees to be planted in a designated 
public area, designate the location and the method of planting. Once 
planted, the City Tree Board shall continue to have jurisdiction of the tree 
and area planted. 

 
7A.0303 Boulevard Trees. The care, maintenance, pruning and removal of trees 

planted on any City boulevard after the planting thereof has been approved 
by the City Tree Board, shall continue to the responsibility of the private 
property owner or his successor who has planted the tree. While the Tree 
Board has jurisdiction over boulevard trees, the cost of planting, care, 
pruning, removal and the like is the responsibility of the private property 
owner. 

 
7A.0304 Distances. Trees planted on or near public ground and boulevards shall 

comply with the following distance regulations: 

A. No tree shall be planted where the distance between any two man-
made improvements, such as curb and sidewalk, is less than four 
(4) feet. 

B. No tree shall be planted or permitted to grow so close to any curb, 
sidewalk or public structure or improvement, such that it interferes 
with vehicular traffic or parking, pedestrian movement along the 
walkway or such that it touches or crowds the public structure or 
improvement. 

C. No tree shall be planted within fifty (50) feet of the center of any 
intersection. 

D. No tree shall be planted within ten (10) feet of any fireplug or 
water hydrant. 

E. No tree shall be planted to that its natural growth will eventually 
interfere with any above ground utility wire. 

F. No tree shall be planted within five (5) feet of any underground 
water, sewer or other utility line. 
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7A.0305 Responsibility of Private Sector. Every private owner of every tree 

adjacent to or in close proximity with any street light, electric line, sewer 
or water pipe or other utility line or pipe, shall keep said tree in proper 
shape and condition, and shall, when necessary prune or remove the same, 
at his expense, in proper manner, so that said tree does not interfere with 
or hinder normal usage of said street, sidewalk, area, utility, etc., or block 
any light from any such street light. Said owner shall also remove all dead, 
diseased, broken, decaying or otherwise dangerous limbs and branches 
which pose a potential health hazard or danger to the public. Shall the 
private owner not comply with this Section, the City shall have the right to 
prune or remove any tree in violation of this Section in the manner and 
with the same effect as described in Chapter 7A.04 of this Title, with the 
cost thereof being the responsibility of the private owner. 

7A.0306 Injury to Public Trees. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, 
transplant, cut, trim, break, mark, cover, or in any manner injure or cause 
disease to any tree on any public area or boulevard, or otherwise make any 
attachments to any public tree by way of wire, string, nails, rope or the 
like. 

 

 

CHAPTER 7A.04 – TREES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY 

7A.0401 Primary Responsibility. Every owner and inhabitant of private property 
within the City of Baltic, South Dakota, shall be responsible for the proper 
maintenance, are and pruning of all trees on private property within the 
City, and, when necessary, the removal of dead, diseased or otherwise 
dangerous trees or parts thereof on private property within the City. 

7A.0402 City Jurisdiction. The City shall have the jurisdiction and authority to 
order, and if necessary, to be involved in the actual pruning, care, removal 
or other activity involving any trees on any private property when the 
same shall be deemed necessary or advisable to preserve the public health, 
peace, safety or welfare, or to prevent the spread of disease or insect 
infestation to other trees, plants or animals. 

7A.0403 Conditions Constituting a Public Nuisance. The following tree conditions 
on private or public property are hereby declared to constitute a public 
nuisance in that they pose potential safety or health hazards, could cause 
possible injury or endanger property or life, or unlawfully interferes with, 
obstructs, or tends to obstruct, or renders dangerous for passage, any 
public park, square, street or highway, other public way: 

A. dead trees with no growth or life remaining; 
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B. those portions, branches and limbs of trees that are considered 
dead; 

C. broken or damaged limbs or branches; 

D. trees or areas of trees that are diseased requiring treatment, pruning 
or removal; 

E. trees or areas of trees infested with insects that are harmful to trees, 
plant life or humans; 

F. trees in violation of Section 7A.0304 or 7A.0305. 

7A.0404 Private Abatement. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or allow 
any public nuisance as defined in Section 7A.0403, on his or her property, 
and the same shall be privately abated by the owner or inhabitant of the 
property upon his discovery of the same. 

7A.0405 City Inspection. The City, its designated officers or employees, and the 
City Tree Board, its members and agents, shall have the authority to enter 
onto private property for the purpose of inspection for the possible 
discovery of any public nuisance as defined in Section 7A.0403. Any such 
inspections may involve the State or District Forester or other appropriate 
governmental official and may include the taking of any specimen or 
sample for testing or closer analysis. 

7A.0406 Order to Abate. When the determination is made that one of the items 
constituting a public nuisance is in existence, the City Tree Board shall 
cause a written order to abate or correct the nuisance to be given to the 
owner or inhabitant of the property involved. The order shall effectively 
describe the remedy needed and shall give the owner or inhabitant a 
designated reasonable time, depending on the severity or emergency of the 
situation, to correct the problem, whether it be by treatment, pruning, 
removal or other remedy. The time shall be as determined by the City Tree 
Board, but shall not be less than three (3) days. Service shall be in such a 
manner to reasonably assure delivery. 

7A.0407 Appeal. Any person, owner or inhabitant of any property feeling aggrieved 
by receipt of an order described in Section 7A.0406 above may appeal 
said order to the City Council as described in Section 7A.0205. Appeals 
must be taken within the time stated in the order and preferable by the next 
City Council meeting. If the Council chooses to hear the appeal, it may 
affirm, modify or revoke the order. 

7A.0408 Failure to Comply. Any person failing to comply with an order given 
pursuant to Section 7A.0406 shall be in violation of this ordinance and 
shall be subject to prosecution therefore. In addition the City Council, at 
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the recommendation of the City Tree Board, shall have the authority to 
prevent, abate or otherwise remove the public nuisance inexistence. 

7A.0410 Cost of Abatement – Assessment. If the City if forced to abate the 
nuisance and correct the situation, whatever it might be, upon the City’s 
completion thereof, the Municipal Finance Officer shall bill the property 
owner or inhabitant therefore, and the bill shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days of receipt thereof. If the bill is not so paid within the time stated, the 
City may defray the cost of abating the public nuisance plus accrued 
interest, by taxing the cost thereof by special assessment against the 
property on which the nuisance occurred. The levying of such a special 
assessment shall not relieve the owner or inhabitant from prosecution or 
fine for violation of this Chapter. 

7A.0411 Injury to Private Trees. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, 
transplant, cut trim, break, mark, cover, or in any way or manner injure or 
cause disease to any tree of another, or otherwise make any attachments to 
any tree of another by way or wire, string, nails, rope or the like. 

7A.0412 Injury while Moving. No person shall move any structure or other article 
along any street, alley or public way in such a manner so as to cause 
potential injury to any tree. If any such movement requires trimming or 
removal of any tree, any such trimming or removal shall be done by a 
licensed arborist under the supervision or direction of the City Tree Board, 
at the cost of the person doing the moving. Should tree injury or death 
result from anyone violation this Section that person shall, at his expense, 
correct or replace the tree, and be subject to prosecution for violation 
hereof. 

7A.0413 Tree Topping, it shall be unlawful for any person to top any tree such that 
its limbs are severely cut back to stubs larger than three (3) inches in 
diameter with the tree’s crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal 
canopy and disfigure the tree, except with the prior approval of the City 
Tree Board, as in the case of storm damage or necessity for existing older 
trees near utilities. 

 
CHAPTER 7A.05 – TREES - MISCELLANEOUS 

 

7A.0501 Arbor Day. To create an appreciation of trees and their value to the 
community, there is hereby designated an Arbor Day to be held on an 
appropriate date in the spring of each year, at the recommendation of the 
City Tree Board and on proclamation of the Mayor. On that date the City 
Tree Board shall supervise or implement a commemorative tree planting 
to instill interest in the citizens of the City in the care and maintenance of 
the City’s trees both in public areas and on private land. 
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CHAPTER 7A.06 – WEED CONTROL 
 

7A.0601 Duty of Owners, Inhabitants. It shall be the duty of the owners or 
inhabitants of all property in the City to keep the same free from noxious, 
unhealthy and unsightly weeds or vegetation, as defined in Section 
7A.0102. However, the City Tree Board or the City Council shall have the 
authority to grant exceptions hereto, as to normally unsightly weeds, 
grasses or other vegetation, so long as the same does not pose a potential 
health or safety hazard to the general public, and then, only on account of 
peculiar circumstances or the particular lay of the land involved that 
makes maintenance or removal highly impracticable or impossible. The 
discretion of the City Tree Board or City Council in granting or denying 
any such exception shall be final. 

7A.0602 Public Nuisance. Any and all noxious or unhealthy weeds or vegetation, 
and any and all unsightly weeds, grasses or vegetation not excepted by the 
City, are hereby declared to be a public nuisance. 

7A.0603 Public Notice by City. At some time during the spring or summer each 
year, prior to the normal season of noxious and other weeds and 
overgrowth, the Municipal Finance Officer shall cause notice to be 
published in the official newspaper for two (2) consecutive weeks with 
notice shall state that each owner or occupant of property in the City shall 
be required to keep his or her property free from noxious, unhealthy, and 
unsightly weeds and vegetation, and in the event of failure to so comply, 
the City may cause the weeds or vegetation to be cut or otherwise 
removed and the costs thereof shall be charged back against the subject 
property by way of special assessment. 

7A.0604 Supplemental Order by City Tree Board. When, in the judgment of the 
City Tree Board, additional notice should be given to adequately inform 
any owner of occupant of property of the existence of a public nuisance, as 
defined herein, on his or her property, and the need exists to eradicate the 
same, the Board may cause written order to abate or correct the nuisance 
to be given to the owner or inhabitant of the property involved. The order 
shall effectively describe the remedy need and shall give the owner or 
inhabitant a designated reasonable time, depending on the severity or 
emergency of the situation, to correct the problem. The time shall be as 
determined by the City Tree Board, but shall not be less than three (3) 
days. Service shall be in such a manner to reasonably assure delivery. 

7A.0605 Appeal. Any person, owner or inhabitant of any property feeling aggrieved 
by receipt of an order described in Section 7A.0604 above may appeal 
said order to the City Council as described in Section 7A.0205. Appeals 
must be taken within the time stated in the order, and preferably by the 
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next City Council meeting. If the Council chooses to hear the appeal, it 
may affirm, modify or revoke the order. 

7A.0606 Failure to Comply. Any person failing to comply with the notice specified 
in Section 7A.0603 or with the order, if given, specified in Section 
7A.0604, shall be in violation of this ordinance and shall be subject to 
prosecution therefore. In addition, the City Council, at the 
recommendation of the City Tree Board, shall have the authority to 
prevent, abate or otherwise remove the public nuisance in existence. 

7A.0607 City Abatement. If the owner or inhabitant of any property in the City fails 
to keep his or her property free from noxious, unhealthy or unsightly 
weeds or vegetation, as stated in the notice or in the order, the City 
Council may direct cutting, spray or removal of the same by use of City 
crews or private contractor who shall be authorized to enter onto private 
property for this purpose. 

7A.0608 Cost of Abatement – Assessment. The City’s cost of cutting, spray or 
removal shall be billed to the owner or inhabitant of the property involved, 
who shall have thirty (30) days from and after receipt of the bill to pay the 
same. If the bill is not paid within the indicated time, the City may defray 
the cost of abatement plus accrued interest, by taxing the cost thereof by 
special assessment against the property upon which the abatement 
occurred. Such assessment shall not relieve the owner or inhabitant from 
prosecution or fine for violation of this Chapter. 

 


